
Week 21 - February 9, 2024

What’s Happening at EMPS!

Yearbook on sale now!
We have opened up School Cash online for families who wish to purchase
a yearbook. The cost per yearbook is $30.00. Delivery is expected
mid-June. Place your order by April 30th, 2024.

Pink Shirt Day!

Wednesday February 28, 2024 is PINK SHIRT DAY.

“Now a movement celebrated across the globe, Pink Shirt Day has humble
beginnings. Inspired by an act of kindness in small-town Nova Scotia, …. Here is a
snippet of an article detailing the original incident:

“David Shepherd, Travis Price and their teenage friends organized a high-school protest to
wear pink in sympathy with a Grade 9 boy who was being bullied [for wearing a pink shirt]…[They] took a
stand against bullying when they protested against the harassment of a new Grade 9 student by
distributing pink T-shirts to all the boys in their school. ‘I learned that two people can come up with an idea,
run with it, and it can do wonders,’ says Mr. Price, 17, who organized the pink protest. ‘Finally, someone
stood up for a weaker kid.’ So Mr. Shepherd and some others headed off to a discount store and bought 50
pink tank tops. They sent out messages to schoolmates that night, and the next morning they hauled the
shirts to school in a plastic bag. As they stood in the foyer handing out the shirts, the bullied boy walked in.
His face spoke volumes. ‘It looked like a huge weight was lifted off his shoulders,’ Mr. Price recalled. The
bullies were never heard from again.” Globe & Mail
Source
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https://www.schoolcashonline.com/
https://www.pinkshirtday.ca/
https://www.pinkshirtday.ca/
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School Spirit Wear

Students, Families & Friends have an opportunity to soar
with their fellow Eagles!!! Spirit Wear such as hoodies,
t-shirts, sweatpants and caps continue to be available and
on sale at the link below. Merchandise ordered will be
delivered to the school every 3 weeks. All proceeds will
fund school enhancements and programs.
Shop online by following this link: EMPS Spirit Wear
Store

Late Arrivals - Please note!

Attendance and Safe Arrival:

Parents may inform the school office of their child’s absence in three
Consistent, punctual attendance is very important. Learning occurs daily,
right from the beginning of the school day. Frequent, repeated late
arrivals and absences result in missed learning for students, disruptions to
the routine of the classroom and missed opportunities to develop
socially. A high volume of students are arriving late to school (not including late buses). Attendnace
impacts your child’s learning in several ways. We request your support in getting your child to school
on time and developing positive habits about school attendance. different ways:

1. Absences can be entered into Edsby which is available 24 hours/day, 7 days a week. Future
absences can be reported at any time;

2. Send an email to the school attendance email address at:
elders.mills.ps.attendance@yrdsb.ca or;

3. Parents may choose to contact the school office at 905-893-1631 between 8:30 a.m. and
9:00 a.m. on the day of absence.

We invite all parents/guardians to create an EDSBY account, as this tool is also used as a form of
communication from school and home. If you do not have an EDSBY account, please click on the
link below to create your account. Tip Sheet: Creating an Edsby Account Term 1 Report Cards:
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https://stores.inksoft.com/eldersmills/shop/home
https://stores.inksoft.com/eldersmills/shop/home
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/about-us/departments/information-technology-services/virtual-school-it-support/online-resources-9
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Term 1 Report Cards:

You will be receiving Term 1 report cards between February 20 - 22. They will
be distributed electronically.

There is new information for families who would like to know more about the
revised language curriculum for Grade 1-8 students (English) and Early Reading
Screening for year one and two Kindergarten students. You can find this
information on the school board website. The information posted on the
website is available in multiple languages using the translation tool drop down
menu on the top right corner of the webpage. If you have any questions, please
contact the school.

Celebrating @ EMPS!

We have much to celebrate at Elder’s Mills. We are a community of
families, students and staff of diverse identities and we are reaching out to
you to share the celebrations, traditions and stories, past and present, that
are part of the Elder’s Mills identities.

Families are invited to share artifacts and resources for Black
Heritage/Black Excellence and in looking ahead to March, Ramadan and
Naw Ruz. Please email elders.mills.ps@yrdsb.ca to indicate your interest.

February is Black History Month

Students are invited to share their learning in the classroom with the school. This week’s
announcements included biographies of Gladys West among others.

Gladys West is an extraordinary mathematician who
played a pivotal role in developing the Global
Positioning System (GPS) that helps us navigate the
world today. Born in 1930, West's childhood was
marked by challenges, but her determination led her
to excel academically. As an adult, she became one
of the few black women hired by the U.S. Naval
Surface Warfare Center, where her groundbreaking
work involved collecting and analyzing data to
create more accurate models of the Earth's shape.
Her contributions to GPS technology were instrumental, earning her recognition and paving the way
for future generations of women and minorities in STEM fields.
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https://www2.yrdsb.ca/schools-programs/assessment-evaluation-and-reporting
mailto:elders.mills.ps@yrdsb.ca
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Celebrating Black History Month / BHM365
Events 2024
* Dates and Events subject to change

Student Events and Family Engagement (please share with your school community)

Date and Time Event Information/Details Location

February 8, 2024
6pm-8pm

A Discussion for Families of Black Children on Pathway
Opportunities for Students and Families.

Register Here

Dr.Bette
Stephenson
Cafeteria

February 27, 2024
7:00-8:00pm.

Anti-Blackness in Schools - Virtual Affinity Session for Black
Students, Families and Black Staff with Presenters Dr.Joi Spencer
and Dr.Kerri Ullucci

Register Here

Online -
Register to
Receive
Link.

February 29, 2024

5:00pm - 6:30pm

Family Cookout with Chef Maxine Knight - Open to All: Students
& Families

Light refreshments will be served. An in person event.

Register - for this In person Experience.
Details to be shared upon registration.

Register Here

Dr Bette
Cafeteria
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1QSCDLCsxI8um27dIEBMA8m3yuvnMCDgGvbtD9W5KYvc/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1pnsWbAoWF2FXxuA1i69UDWAatyhwcoJbp1n4OVki2Ls/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1cAGilsl4ZXGuC_L9HrkUMJVqKEgOzxlAf0l9uUIn1ak/edit
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Meetings:
Our next School Council meeting is Thursday, February 29, 2024 at
6:30 p.m. in the library. If you are unable to join a meeting and would
like to know the topics discussed, the meeting presentations are posted
on the School Council pages of the Elder’s Mills website.

SAVE THE DATE!
THURSDAY, MARCH 7, 2024

Tickets and Winterbucks will
be available on School Cash
online next week!

Family Fun Night - Thursday, February 22nd!
See the flyer below for more details!

● Join us on Thursday February 22nd
and learn how to play chess from a
Master teacher.

● Join us for some crafting and games!
● Please bring items for our Food Bank

collection.
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http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/eldersmills.ps/SchoolCouncil/Pages/default.aspx
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In the Community
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On the Horizon….

Wishing you a happy weekend!

To our families celebrating Lunar New Year, we wish you a very
happy celebration!

Eugenia Korinis Ayesha Mondal

Principal Vice-Principal
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February
Character Trait: Initiative
Black History/African Heritage Month
10 Lunar New Year
13 Coding Skills Challenge
15 Grade 8 Graduation Photos
19 Family Day
20 Jeff A.D. Martin @ EMPS
22 Family Fun Night @ EMPS
26 Scientists in the School
27 Scientists in the School
28 Pink Shirt Day
28 York Region Skills Competition
29 School Council meeting

Jeff A.D. Martin, Motivational Speaker, Author, Coach is
coming to Elder’s Mills on February 20th, 2024!


